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decently, but they kept the Trinidad (which was not much of
a gain) and then sent the crew to Java as prisoners of war.

From Java these unfortunate creatures were despatched to
Cochin, in India, where they had to wait a whole year until the
Viceroy, off on some expedition, had returned and could decide
what should be done with them. They apparently used their
leisure to study the habits and customs of those elephants which
had been trained to do the work that was too heavy for human
beings, and which were said to be so intelligent that if only they
could have spoken " they would have been much brighter than
most men."

When the Governor finally returned he was too busy wel-
coming his successor, Vasco da Gama, to bother about his
Spanish prisoners, and afterwards da Gama refused to let them
depart. However, soon afterwards he died, and thereupon the
few remaining survivors were allowed to sign up on a Portuguese
ship which brought them safely back to Spain, where they arrived
more than five years after they had left.

As for the Vittoria, it was a little more fortunate. All alone,
it reached the Moluccas. There it filled its holds with all sorts
of spices and, under the command of a certain Juan Sebastian
del Cano, began to grope its way homeward. The island of
Tidor was left on December 21, 1521, two years after the ex-
pedition had set sail from Europe, and thereafter the ship was
in enemy territory.

The fear of encountering any Portuguese was so great that the
tiny craft gave the Cape of Good Hope a wide berth and kept
several hundred miles to the south. The sudden cold, after so
long a time in the tropics, caused many of the sailors to die of
pulmonary troubles. Others fell victim to scurvy. Still others
merely starved to death. Finally, in July of tic year 1522, in a
state of complete exhaustion, forty-four men reached the Cape
Verde Islands. A sjoop was scat ashore to beg for water and
fresh supplies, but the Portuguese, beginning to sense what